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Lafayette Public Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting: Monday, April 8, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall
Planning Commission Meeting

Monday, April 1, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall
Design Review

Monday, April 8, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room

925-377-0977

DanaGreenleam

www.lamorindaweekly.com

501 McBride Drive, Lafayette
4 Bed |3 Bath|2,880% Sq. Ft.|1.64+ Acre Lot
Offered at $2,595,000 | 501McBrideDrive.com

Wednesday, March 27, 2024

Lamorinda’s #1Real Estate Team Since 2010

68 Sanders Ranch Road, Moraga
5Bed |3 Bath| 3,509+ Sq. Ft.| .49+ Acre Lot
Offered at $2,695,000 | 68SandersRanchRoad.com

DanaGreenTeam.com| 925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454

COMPASS

Feedback from HCD for City's Housing Element certification is
becoming more specific

By Lou Fancher

Planning and Building
Director Greg Wolff and
Housing Consultant Di-
ana Elrod returned to
city council March 11

with updated informa-
tion resulting from a
meeting staff held with
the State Department of
Housing and Community

BATTERSBY.

1224

2,235S8q Ft* .87 Acre* 3+Bd 2Ba
Study + Bonus Room + Office/4th Bd
1224UpperHappyValley.com $1,950,000

& -
Ashley Battersby
Broker/Partner

(925) 323-9955
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersoyhome

DRE# 01407784
*per public records

It’s Village. Of Course.
ATSDCIATESR

Development on Feb. 27
regarding the Housing
Element. Staff last re-
ported to the council
Feb. 26 and, having dis-
cussed the HE with HCD
the following day, they
received specific feed-
back about how
Lafayette might best
achieve the long-sought
HE certification.

Specifically, staff
asked for additional di-
rection from HCD re-
garding metrics, geo-
graphic targeting, and
specific commitments
and actions the City will
plan to implement if the
metrics are not met. The
meeting also covered
topics such as the narra-
tive necessary to explain
the status of pipeline
projects, redevelopment
of small sites, and the
criteria against which
sites were measured for
suitability in the inven-
tory. Of particular im-
portance was an ex-
tended discussion with
HCD of how the city’s
suite of Affirmatively
Furthering Fair Hous-
ing (AFFH) actions ad-
dress mobility opportu-
nities and commitments
throughout Lafayette’s
all highest-resource
community.

Elrod led the council
through HCD’s responses
(available at the city
website) and staff’s rec-
ommendations for ac-
tions aimed at satisfying
or clarifying the topics
highlighted as vital for
receiving certification.
Local processing and
permitting procedures
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THE KURT PIPER GROUP PRESENTS

8 Rabble Road, Orinda

Appointment Only

COMING SOON

2 Carnoustie, Moraga

4 Bedroom | 2.5 Bath | 3,434 sq. ft.
Gourmet kitchen | Remodeled baths
Offered at $1995,000

JUST LISTED

39 Sea Pines Street, Moraga
2+ Bedroom | 2 Bath | 2,300 sq. ft.
Court location near 5th tee box
Offered at $1,695,000

Realtor® | Broker Associate
925.818.8000 | DRE 01130308
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
KurtPiperGroup.com

alifornia and abides by Equal Housi
ndition,

5 Bedroom | 5.5 Bath | 4,601 sq. ft. | .5 Acre Lot | Offered at $3,395,000

SOLD

664 Augusta Drive, Moraga
2+ Bedroom | 2 Bath | 1,552 sq. ft.
Single level townhome

Sold for $1,605,000

were emphasized in
HCD’s most recent letter
and at the meeting; it
was recommended the
city review state codes
and regional ordinances
to ensure the compliance
with established legal
standards. Elrod out-
lined in her presentation
the various zoning
guidelines, standards
applicable to conver-
sions of existing single-
family housing (to multi-
unit housing, for exam-
ple), and HE’s repeated
emphasis on expanding
the program’s coverage
radius by 1/2 mile while
continuing to exclude
high wildfire zones.

Among other items
tagged as incomplete,
the inventory list needed
more evidence of feasi-
bility, according to HCD.
“What this really boils
down to,” Elrod said, is
that the city must aug-
ment the list and address
known impediments to
development. Staff rec-
ommended the issue re-
ceive continued atten-
tion and more informa-
tion from HCD prior to
future direction from the
council.

The AFFH program,
as narrated by the city in
the draft under discus-
sion, should be revised
with language about
milestones, unit objec-
tives, and geographic
targeting related to max-
imizing densities in low
density zones, Elrod
said. Recently amend-
ments were made to how
ADUs impact Regional -
Housing Needs Alloca-
tion (RHNA) numbers,
and staff advised council
to wait for more input
from HCD after a second
meeting planned for
March 12.

Questions from
council included staff’s
assessment of the meet-
ing and whether or not
the city is moving in tan-
dem with HCD’s expec-

tations. Wolff, without
being able to predict 100
percent assurance, said
staff believes the meet-
ing with HCD was posi-
tive and productive and,
therefore, the HE draft is
making progress toward
certification.

At council’s request,
Wolff displayed the map
depicting the parameters
of a revised version of
the included downtown
area with the 1/2 mile
extension applied. Revi-
sions to zoning may be
required and he said are
likely “to some degree.”

Council member Su-
san Candell asked sev-
eral questions relating to
design reviews, faith-
based organizations
(FBO) that have con-
tacted the city about po-
tential development
projects, and the neces-
sity of expanding the
coverage area, which is
not actually legally un-
der HCD’s purview, nor
is it required. Elrod con-
firmed the city would be
able to continue design
reviews. and more edu-
cational outreach would
be developed for FBO’s.
Having asked HCD re-
peatedly about the ab-
solute necessity of the
1/2 mile radius with the
same response, staff are
unlikely to receive a dif-
ferent answer from con-
tinued queries.

Pubic comments
questioned and ex-
pressed concern about
HCD’s requirements,
asked for more clarifica-
tions about density in-
creases related to several
aspects of the HE, and
suggested the commu-
nity would benefit from
more precise narrative
about the impact the HE
would have in specific
neighborhoods and in
the downtown core of
the city. The majority of
people commenting both
at the meeting and vir-
tually suggested the city

had “done enough” to
satisfy HCD and should
“push back” against in-
creased development to
preserve the aspects
they appreciate about
Lafayette.

Returning the dis-
cussion to council and
staff, several council
members voiced support
for residents’ concerns
about density and in
what situations the city
might retain jurisdiction
related to the number of
units on a given lot and
parking issues, for ex-
ample, if a single-family
home was converted to
four-unit housing. Push-
ing back against HCD’s
findings, Wolff said, “The
legislature and the gov-
ernor signed into law the
housing law and it is our
practice to date and
moving forward to com-
ply with the housing
law.” He said assertions
could be made during
meetings with them, but
the decisions about
compliance are HCD’s to
make. Not complying, he
said, could have severe
implications for the
community. The expan-
sion of housing laws was
“new territory” and all
cities and regions con-
tinue to grapple with the
complexity of HCD’s—and
the law's—terms.

Upon reviewing the
staff’s recommenda-
tions, the council issued
support conditioned on
revisions to approxi-
mately one-half dozen
terms and metrics in the
proposed amended
draft. They asked that
staff ask HCD at the next
meeting to answer coun-
cil’s and the public’s
questions about their ju-
risdiction, or lack
thereof, related to RHNA
housing levels. The item
was continued to March
25 when staff will return
to council with updates
and revisions to the HE.

Early Morning Service at 6:30 a.m.
Worship services at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church
49 Knox Drive, Lafayette

lopc.org




